
2-3 June 2026 
Coventry Building Society Arena

Main Event SponsorFeaturing speakers from

Im
a

g
e

 C
re

d
it:

 M
e

d
ic

a
l A

rc
hi

te
c

tu
re

Book your place today 
www.designinmentalhealth.com/register

Design for change. 
Meet demand. Deliver safer and 
more therapeutic environments.

Event Programme

Community
Care

Digital
Transformation

Inpatient
Environments

Sustainable
Approaches

Inclusion &
Accessibility

Public 
Sector
go free



Join a community of 
cross-disciplinary professionals 
to explore how mental health 
services can design for change, 
deal with demand, and 
deliver safe and therapeutic 
environments in challenging times.

Conference Themes

NHS
Networking 
Breakfasts

Start the day by connecting 
with healthcare professionals 
across the industry. Open to

all, with early access for
VIP Pass Holders.

Immersive 
Learning

Strengthen your strategy with
expert perspectives and new 
thinking on the sector’s most

pressing challenges and 
exciting opportunities.

Specialist 
products and 

expertise
The ONLY place in the UK 

where you can meet many 
specialist suppliers for mental 
health environments in one 

place at one time AND 
see, test and interact 

with their products 
fi rst-hand.

Acute and Inpatient Environments

Designing for Mental Health in the Community

Inclusion & Accessibility

Sustainability by Design

Technology – Designing for Human Connection



Children and Young 
People’s Mental Health 
– National Policy and 
Strategy
Professor Prathiba Chitsabesan
National Clinical Director for 
Children and Young People’s 
Mental Health AND Chair of 
the Clinical Reference Group, 
NHS England

Mental Health in the NHS: 
the Tension Between 
Operating Priorities 
and Ambitions for 
Transformation
Rebecca Gray
Director Mental Health Network, 
NHS Confederation

Inclusive Design in 
(Digital) Mental Health: 
We Aren’t There Yet
Max Marulli de Barletta
Inclusive Design Lead, 
NHS England

Keynote Speakers

Laura Baker
Deputy Director of Mental 
Health, Care Quality Commission

Raf Hamaiza
Group Expert by Experience 
Lead, Cygnet and Board of 
Trustees Member, Design in 
Mental Health Network

Safe, Compassionate and E� ective Care and the Value of 
Environment - Refl ections From a Lived Experience and 
CQC Perspective

Free all-access entry
Public sector, independent healthcare, allied health and charity 
representatives qualify for full event access at no cost.

Plus, book early. Get more.
Early booking unlocks added extras and the best 
available rates for private sector.

See back cover for details or check your eligibility 
at designinmentalhealth.com/register

Organisers
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12.00 Lunch & Exhibition Visit

Morning Session

NHS Networking Breakfast and Co� ee Provided

ACUTE AND 
INPATIENT 
ENVIRONMENTS

 
11.00 Blossom Court: 
Lessons Learnt From a 
Two-Storey Inpatient Unit
Ruari Reeves, Medical 
Architecture; 
Vjosa Bytyqi, North 
London NHS Foundation 
Trust

 
11.30 The Importance of 
Evaluating Mental Health 
Design – Woodland View 
10 Years On
Karen Flatt, Arcadis; 
William Lauder, Ayshire 
Central Hospital  

ACUTE AND 
INPATIENT 
ENVIRONMENTS

WORKSHOP  
11.00 Co-Producing Urgent 
and Emergency Care 
Environments: Insights from 
Real-World Research and a 
Community of Practice
Maria Luigia Assirelli, 
Floyd Slaski Architects 

ACUTE AND 
INPATIENT 
ENVIRONMENTS

 
11.00 The Mental Health 
Crisis Assessment Service 
(MHCAS)
Thorarinn Freysson, 
Central and North West 
London NHS Foundation 
Trust; Dr Mehtab Rahman, 
CNWL Mental Health 
Crisis Assessment Service 
(MHCAS)

INCLUSION & 
ACCESSIBILITY

11.30 Designed About 
Us Without Us: Lived 
Experience CAMHS 
Inpatient Sensory Friendly 
Spaces for Autism and 
Psychosis
Zeze Sohawon, Emotion 
Dysregulation for Autism

09.15 Welcome from Design in Mental Health Network

09.30 Keynote: Children and Young People’s Mental Health; National Policy and Strategy
Professor Prathiba Chitsabesan, National Clinical Director for Children and Young People’s Mental 
Health AND Chair of the Clinical Reference Group, NHS England

DESIGNING FOR 
MENTAL HEALTH IN 
THE COMMUNITY

11.00 Creating Supportive 
Home Environments for 
People with Learning 
Disabilities
Mark Pearce, Foundations

SUSTAINABILITY 
BY DESIGN

11.30 Environmental 
Considerations When 
Developing Mental Health 
Estates
Fanny Burrows, Frimley 
NHS Foundation Trust 

2 June THE CONFERENCE

10.30 - 11.00 Co� ee and Exhibition Visit

New 
‘Big Picture’ 

Sessions
Interactive panels on key topics,
with your contributions captured 
in powerful visual summaries via 

our live scribe artist.



Afternoon Session

ACUTE AND 
INPATIENT 
ENVIRONMENTS

  
14.30 ‘A Room With a View’ 
– Challenging the Norm, 
Restorative Design and 
Empowered Co-production 
at Water Meadow View
Andrew Arnold, Gilling 
Dod; Karen Howell, 
Iteriad, Hayley Bannister, 
Lancashire and South 
Cumbria NHS Foundation 
Trust

  
15.00 Beyond Assumptions: 
How Design Decisions 
Shape Psychiatric 
Emergency Care Outcomes
Scott Zeller, Vituity; 
Virgina Pankey, HOK

SUSTAINABILITY 
BY DESIGN

 
14.30 How the Qualitative 
and Quantitative Learning 
From the Dormitory 
Eradication Programme will 
be Compiled and How the 
DiMH Network May be Able 
to Inform This Learning,
Helen Gri�  n,
Mel Jacobsen-Cox, 
NHS England

ACUTE AND 
INPATIENT 
ENVIRONMENTS

 
15.00 An Update on 
the Development of the 
National Estates Technical 
Bulletin on the Standard 
for Accommodating 
Mental Health Patients on 
Paediatric Wards in Acute 
Hospitals,
Helen Gri�  n, Professor 
Prathiba Chitsabesan, 
NHS England

TECHNOLOGY 
– DESIGNING 
FOR HUMAN 
CONNECTION

 
WORKSHOP  

14.30-15.30 Results from 
a National Evaluation 
of Prevalence and 
Perceptions of Vision-
based Monitoring and Body 
Worn Cameras in Mental 
Health Inpatient Wards in 
England
Ian Callaghan, ReThink; 
Fiona Nolan, North London 
NHS Foundation Trust; 
Ade Odunlade, South 
London and Maudsley
NHS Foundation Trust

13.30 Keynote: Inclusive Design in (Digital) Mental Health: We Aren’t There Yet
Max Marulli de Barletta, Inclusive Design Lead, NHS Digital Transformation, NHSE

TECHNOLOGY 
– DESIGNING 
FOR HUMAN 
CONNECTION

14.30 VR for Reducing 
Restrictive Practices,
Ciaran Cuddihy, HSE West

DESIGNING 
FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH IN THE 
COMMUNITY

15.00 Alternatives to 
Impatient Wards Using the 
Soteria Approach
Rita Horgan, Soteria

15.30 Tea & Exhibition visit

17.00 - 19.30 Awards Ceremony

ACUTE AND 
INPATIENT 
ENVIRONMENTS

 
BIG PICTURE  

16.00 Interactive 
Discussion: Designing 
Mental Health Emergency 
Departments: Creating 
Better Care Environments 
for All
David Moss, Bradford 
Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust; 
Zeze Sohawon, Emotion 
Dysregulation for Autism 

INCLUSION & 
ACCESSIBILITY

 
16.00 Designing with 
Purpose: Occupational 
Therapy and Mental Health
Josh Jones, Michelle Van 
Vuren, Cygnet Healthcare 

16.30 What is the Impact 
of Centralised Versus 
Decentralised Ward 
Designs on Fall Incidences 
in One Older Adult Mental 
Health Inpatient Unit in 
Victoria, Australia.
Shalitha Seneviratne, 
Alfred Health

TECHNOLOGY 
– DESIGNING 
FOR HUMAN 
CONNECTION

 
16.00 Connected Care: 
How Smart Environments 
Support Mental Health,
Lisa Yates, James 
Sutherland, NHSE

DESIGNING 
FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH IN THE 
COMMUNITY

WORKSHOP  
16.00 Shaping Places 
Shapes People: A Radical 
Manifesto for Youth Agency 
in Placemaking and Design
Dr Carl Walker, Hoare Lee

IMMERSIVE LEARNING
MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE
SHARED EXPERIENCEENGAGE



9.15 Welcome from Design in Mental Health Network

9.30 Keynote: Safe, Compassionate and E�ective Care and the Value of Environment - Reflections 
From a Lived Experience and CQC Perspective
Laura Baker, Deputy Director of Mental Health, CQC; Raf Hamaizia, Group Expert by Experience 
Lead, Cygnet and Board of Trustees Member, Design in Mental Health Network

3 June THE CONFERENCE

10.30 Co� ee and Exhibition Visit

ACUTE AND 
INPATIENT 
ENVIRONMENTS

 
11.00 National Forensic 
Mental Health Service 
Hospital: Three Year POE
Ruari Reeves, Medical 
Architecture; Karl Burton, 
Scott Tallon Walker 
Architects

 
11.30 Inspired by Nature, 
Informed by Experience: 
The Design of the 
Kingfi sher
Mathew Page, Emma 
Moody, Avon and Wiltshire 
Mental Health Partnership 
NHS Trust

DESIGNING 
FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH IN THE 
COMMUNITY

11.00 Neighborhood Mental 
Health Hubs - The Impact 
of Good Design
James Sutherland, 
She�  eld Health 
Partnership University 
NHS Foundation Trust

11.30 Spaces that 
Listen: Co-Designing for 
Compassion and Wellbeing 
at Central London 
Samaritans
Paul Mathews, Murphy 
Phillips; Jeremy Marcus, 
Central London Samaritans

INCLUSION & 
ACCESSIBILITY

11.00 Dignity by Design 
– Launching the Latest 
Publication from the Design 
with People in Mind Series
Dr Paul Hannah, Design in 
Mental Health Network 

11.30 Co-Designing for 
Recovery: Centering 
Lived Experience in Care 
Environments
Jana Kiprianos, Stantec

TECHNOLOGY 
– DESIGNING 
FOR HUMAN 
CONNECTION

WORKSHOP  
11.00 Co-Designing Digital 
Trust: Lessons from 
Developing a Privacy-
Preserving Behavioural 
Framework for Mental-Health 
Technology
Faithful Freeman,   
IdeaChef CIC, IdentiChain

12.00 Lunch & Exhibition Visit

Record your learning. 
Evidence your attendance.
Conference delegates will receive a CPD record booklet
and certifi cate of attendance.

Morning Session

NHS Networking Breakfast and Co� ee Provided



Early booking 
discounts

available for 
Private
Sector

Public 
Sector 

Attend For 
Free!

Afternoon Session

ACUTE AND 
INPATIENT 
ENVIRONMENTS

14.30  Individuals in 
Institutional Care; What 
Patients Need, What They 
Get
Teva Hesse, 4D Studio 
Architects

15.00 Using Art and 
Visual Design to Support 
De-escalation
Dr Steve Fossey, University 
of Lincoln

DESIGNING 
FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH IN THE 
COMMUNITY

   
BIG PICTURE  

14.30 Interactive 
Discussion: A Constellation 
of Care: Crafting 
Community Mental Health 
Across a Continent
Stephen Parker, Stantec; 
Deanna Brown, Stantec 
Architecture; Shahad 
Sadeq, Buxton Kubik and 
Dodd; Nzinga Walker, 
Stella’s Place

TECHNOLOGY 
– DESIGNING 
FOR HUMAN 
CONNECTION

  
WORKSHOP  

14.30 Design Thinking 
Workshop: Enhancing 
the Mental Health Patient 
Journey
Alice Green, Con McGarry, 
Karen Flatt, Arcadis 

13.03-14.30 Keynote: Mental Health in the NHS: the Tension Between Operating Priorities and 
Ambitions for Transformation
Rebecca Gray, Director, Mental Health Network, NHS Confederation 

SUSTAINABILITY 
BY DESIGN

14.30 Beyond ‘Biophilic’ to 
ALIVE:  a ‘Landscape-led’ 
Approach to Healthcare 
Design,
David Singleton,  DSA 
Environment & Design

  
15.00 Echoes of the Past, 
Pathways to the Future. 
A Shared Journey Towards 
Excellence in Mental Health 
Design, Care and Discovery
Samantha Robinson, 
Oxford Health NHS Trust; 
Robert Dawson, Eric Parry 
Architects; Aideen Niamh 
O’Neill, Oxford Health NHS 
Foundation Trust



Get hands-on with the latest
products for safe and sustainable 
mental health environments
From furniture to fi re protection, doorsets to de-escalation technology, Design 
in Mental Health is your complete showroom of innovative solutions for the design, 
build and operation of mental health environments in healthcare, community, 
custodial and SEND settings.

RETROFIT
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Alarm Radio Monitoring

ALS; Ligature Resistant
Products

Altro

Architects for Health

Automist

Balco Global

Between Glass Blinds

BRE

Britplas

Building Better Healthcare

Bushboard Washrooms

Care Display

Contour Heating

Creative Activity Group

Delabie DVS

Design in Mental Health 
Network Village

Gilling Dod Architects

Gradus & Gerfl or

Intastop

Kingsway Group

Light Years Ahead

Mint Projects

NAPICU (National 
Association of Psychiatric 
Intensive Care Units)

OvoGard

Oystashell

Pineapple Contracts

Pinpoint

Polar NE

Protects Plus

PWIDF

Recornect

Rhino Sensory UK

Safehinge Primera

Specialist Alarm Services

Teal LifeCare

The Care Quality 
Commission

The Network Magazine

Tough Furniture

Trovex

Urban Green

Vistamatic

Wallgate

Wybone

Yewdale

What you’ll see
Architectural Services 

Blinds & Privacy Panels 

Building Surveys 

De-escalation Technology 

Display Panels and 
Wallpapers 

Doorsets & Access 
Systems 

Drinking Water 
Appliances 

Fire Protection 

Flooring 

Furniture 

Heating 

Immersive Technology

Infrastructure Solutions 

Installation Protection 
Systems 

Ligature-resistant 
Products 

Ligature Monitoring 
Technology 

Lighting 

Multi-sensory Products 
and Room Design 

Nurse Call Systems 

Patient Safety Products 

Plumbing and Water 
Management 

Property Services 

Security Services 

Signage 

Sta�  Safety Systems 

Walls and Wall Coverings 

Washrooms and 
Sanitaryware 

Windows and Vents
And more...

Free to 
attend

THE EXHIBITION



Design & Digital Solutions Theatre
Free to attend Exhibition Theatre, featuring real-world case studies and technical insight 
from architects, product innovators, NHS partners and lived experience experts.

2 June
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3 June
10.10 Creating Bespoke 
Environments for Complex 
Needs
Janine Strange, Nick 
Todd, Iris Care Group 

10.30 Choosing Windows 
for Mental Health 
Environments
Kevin Gorman, Britplas

10.50 Designing Calm in 
Crisis: Reimagining MHCAS 
for Safer Patient Care
Kate Hilliard, Tom Colliss, 
Phil Wisson, North London 
NHS Foundation Trust 

11.10 Products for Mental 
Health Safeguarding 
Verifi cation Scheme
Laura Critien, BRE 

11.30 Beyond the Ward: 
Reconsidering Outdoor 
Space in Psychiatric 
Settings
James Welchman, Avon 
and Wiltshire Mental 
Health Partnership NHS 
Trust

11.50 Illuminating 
Change: Aligning Safety, 
Performance and Circular 
Design in Mental Health 
Lighting Specifi cation
Matt Healey, Pineapple

12.10 Finding the Silver 
Lining in Part L: Smart 
Lighting as a Catalyst for 
Person-centred Care
Dr Shelley James, DIMHN 

12.30 Co-Producing 
Calm and Inclusion: 
Designing a Child-Centred, 
Wellbeing-Led Outpatient 
Environment at King’s 
College Hospital
Maria Luigia Assirelli, 
Floyd Slaski Architects

14.10 The Importance of 
Selecting Product with 
Compassion in Mind
Trevor Santer, 
Anti Ligature Shop

14.50 Supporting Clinical 
Assessment Environments 
with Ambient Voice 
Technology: Pilot Learning 
and Future Potential
Dr Katie Voss, Livewell 
Southwest

15.10 Developing an 
Enhanced Mental Health 
Place of Safety Within 
the Constraints of a 
Repurposed Building
Lynva Adams-Dean, 
Helen Robson, Berkshire 
Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust

15.30 Shining Bright – the 
Seren Lodge Story
Sarah Hull, Graham 
Wood, Cheshire and  
Wirral Partnership NHS 
Foundation Trust; Andrew 
Arnold, Gilling Dodd

16.10 Expert Steak 
Holders. Reducing The 
Power Dynamics of Co-
production.
Nick Smith, Design in 
Mental Health Network 

10.10 Designing for Regulation: Person-centred and Sensory-
friendly Approaches to Inpatient Mental Health Environments
Jennifer Beal, Rhino Sensory UK

10.30 Inclusive Design in Practice, Rethinking How We 
Engage Stakeholders: Practical Methods for successful, 
accessible and inclusive co-design
Maria Luigia Assirelli, Floyd Slaski Architects 

10.50 Building on Strong Community Foundations, Edward 
Street Hospital / Dorothy Pattison Hospital Case Study
Matthew Wright, Gilling Dod Architects; Carolyn Green, 
Jacqueline Stevens, Black Country Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust 

11.30 Co-Designing Safer Spaces: Developing a Non-Visual 
Patient Safety Aid in Partnership with Mental Health and 
Secure Children’s Services
Martin Brown, Rossie Young People’s Trust 

11.50 Specifying For Mental Healthcare - Moving From 
Analogue to Digital
Simon Leslie, KLINISPACE

12.30 Impact of Reverberation Time and Indoor Ambient 
Noise Levels on Acoustic Comfort in School Dining Halls
Caroline McKinlay, Emma Greenland, Anderson Acoustics 

14.10 Interview with the Winners of the Design in Mental 
Health Awards 

14.30 Interview with the Winners of the Design in Mental 
Health Awards 

14.50 Interview with the Winners of the Design in Mental 
Health Awards 

15.10 Interview with the Winners of the Design in Mental 
Health Awards



Celebrating innovation
in mental health design
Recognising excellence in practice
The Design in Mental Health Awards celebrate outstanding achievement in the 
design, delivery and operation of patient-centred mental health environments.

Shortlisted and winning projects are promoted to an international audience of 
healthcare leaders, practitioners and decision-makers.

Join us at the Awards Ceremony
The Winners of the 2026 Design in Mental Health Awards will be announced at a 
vibrant free-to-attend Awards Ceremony at the end of the fi rst Day.

With complimentary drinks, nibbles and entertainment provided. Don’t miss this 
great opportunity to network with colleagues and like-minded peers.

North View – Winner 2025 ‘Outside Spaces’ Award (Credit: Gilling Dod)

2 June 2026 
Coventry Building Society Arena

 Tactile
Sound Bench

The pre-awards Games Area, 
proudly sponsored by Andersons 
Acoustics, o� ers a relaxed space 

to unwind with peers ahead of the 
highly anticipated Awards ceremony. 

Attendees can enjoy interactive 
games and experience Andersons 

Acoustics’ new Tactile Sound
Bench, designed to create

an engaging and sensory-rich 
experience.

THE AWARDS



Enter the 2026 Awards
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: 6 MARCH 2026

ART 
INSTALLATION

ESTATES & 
FACILITIES 
TEAM

PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE

PROJECT OF 
THE YEAR -  
INTERNATIONAL 
NEW BUILD

CLINICAL 
TEAM

LOW COST – 
HIGH IMPACT

PROJECT OF 
THE YEAR -
UK FUTURE 
DESIGN

PROJECT OF 
THE YEAR - 
INTERNATIONAL 
FUTURE DESIGN

PROJECT OF THE 
YEAR - 
REFURBISHMENT

SERVICE USER
ENGAGEMENT

CONCEPT 
PRODUCT 
INNOVATION

OUTSIDE 
SPACE

PROJECT OF 
THE YEAR - 
UK NEW BUILD

PRODUCT
INNOVATION

ENTER NOW
Head to the website for all entry criteria.

www.designinmentalhealth.com/awards

Sponsored by:



Book your place
www.designinmentalhealth.com/register

Public Sector Conference & Exhibition Pass
 Book by 16 February to get maximum added-extras included

Free pass available to all public sector employees, independent healthcare providers, 
allied health, charities, not-for-profi ts and independent lived experience experts. 

Private Sector Conference & Exhibition Pass 
Book by 16 February for the biggest discount and maximum 

added-extras included
For private sector attendees who want to maximise access to expert speakers and 

fellow high-status attendees at the event, and enjoy a range of added extras.

Private Sector Exhibition Only Visitor Pass  
    For private sector attendees who want to visit the Exhibition (including access 
to the Design & Digital Solutions Theatre) and to attend the Awards ceremony 

(2 June).

Applying Now Applying later

Includes:
Keynote Audio Recordings ✔

“VIP” Badge ✔

Priority Keynote Seating ✔

Early Access to the Event ✔

Priority Workshop Booking ✔

Designing for Dignity
Hard copy Research Book ✔

Lunch & Refreshments ✔

NHS Networking Breakfast ✔

All Access Pass ✔

CPD Booklet and 
Certifi cate of Attendance ✔

Includes:
Keynote Audio Recordings ✗

“VIP” Badge ✗

Priority Keynote Seating ✗

Early Access to the Event ✗

Priority Workshop Booking ✔

Designing for Dignity
Digital Research Book ✔

Lunch & Refreshments ✔

NHS Networking Breakfast ✔

All Access Pass ✔

CPD Booklet and 
Certifi cate of Attendance ✔

Includes:
Keynote Audio Recordings ✗

“VIP” Badge ✗

Priority Keynote Seating ✗

Early Access to the Event ✗

Priority Workshop Booking ✗

Designing for Dignity
Hard copy Research Book ✗

Lunch & Refreshments ✗

NHS Networking Breakfast ✔

All Access Pass ✔

CPD Booklet and 
Certifi cate of Attendance ✔

up to 16 February Available from 21 April

Standard PassPremier PassVIP Pass

Applying near the event

Available 17 February to 20 April

Both Days: £565

Day 1: £365

Day 2: £365

Standard Pass

Includes:
Keynote Audio Recordings ✗

“VIP” Badge ✗

Priority Keynote Seating ✗

Early Access to the Event ✗

Priority Workshop Booking ✗

Designing for Dignity
Hard copy Research Book ✗

Lunch & Refreshments ✔

NHS Networking Breakfast ✔

All Access Pass ✔

CPD Booklet and 
Certifi cate of Attendance ✔

Premier Pass

Prices shown exclude VAT

Both Days: £385

Day 1: £255

Day 2: £255

Includes:
Keynote Audio Recordings ✔

“VIP” Badge ✔

Priority Keynote Seating ✔

Early Access to the Event ✔

Priority Workshop Booking ✔

Designing for Dignity
Hard copy Research Book ✔

Lunch & Refreshments ✔

NHS Networking Breakfast ✔

All Access Pass ✔

CPD Booklet and 
Certifi cate of Attendance ✔

VIP Pass

Both Days: £490

Day 1: £320

Day 2: £320

Premier Pass

Includes:
Keynote Audio Recordings ✗

“VIP” Badge ✗

Priority Keynote Seating ✗

Early Access to the Event ✗

Priority Workshop Booking ✔

Designing for Dignity
Digital Research Book ✔

Lunch & Refreshments ✔

NHS Networking Breakfast ✔

All Access Pass ✔

CPD Booklet and 
Certifi cate of Attendance ✔

Available until 16 February Available from 21 AprilAvailable 17 February to 20 April

Design in Mental Health Network (DiMHN) 
is an independent UK charity. The event is 

delivered in partnership with Step Exhibitions 
Ltd, a private, for-profi t events company. 

DiMHN receives a portion of the event’s net 
surplus to support its charitable activities, 

and the exact income received is reported 
in its Annual Report.

All details correct at time of going to press.

Supported by

Main Event Sponsor

Organisers

Principal Media Partner

#DIMH26

See website for full details.


